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W West Nile Vlrus rs Here'

Outreach Efforts

® Veterinarians
Feed Stores
Breeders

2 Tralners

®» Horse Associations

® ~90,000 flyers,
60, OOO brochures
(5,000 Spanish),
AnUpdatefg:vcnzlri:orniaHorse 21’500 pOSterS
® DHS and CDFA
websites

® San Joaquin DVD
distribution

® WNV hotline




Protect your horsel
Vaccinate today!

Publications

California became the focus for West Mile Virus (WHY) in 2004 with 540 confirmed
climical equine cases. Ower 40 percent of clinically affecied horses died or were

euthanized. In 2004, WHY was detected in all California counties.

The wirus has already been detected in 2005 in numerous counties. The Center for
_Disease Control and Prevention has predicted that Calfornia will again be the epicentar

WEST NILE VIRUS IS IN CALIFORNIAT
PROTECT YOUR HORSES NOW!
By Dr. Katie Wetherall

West Nile Virus

West Nde Virus (WNV) is a mosquito—bome virus that was fi

York City area. The virus has since been identifi al states and the District of Columbia, West
Nile Virus may cause a wide range of ¢ like” syrmptoms, to encephalitis (mflafnmation
of the brain) that may be fatal to both humans and horses. While horses are susceptible to VNV, many horses
nfiected with the se will not develop any iliness and will recover uneventfully. Gurrently, thera/is na specific
treatment for WNV,

Virus Life Cycla
Mosquitoes acquire WY from infected birds and pass it on 1o other birds, animats, and people. Mosquitoes
have not demonstrated the ability to feed on an infected horse and ingest enough of the virus 1o transmit i to
ofher animals, Migratary birds are an important reservair for WNV and_have served as the major vector for
spread of the virus into new argas.
Clinical Signs.

Censult your veterinarian if your horse exhibits any.of the following signs:
+ Incoordination, especially in rear limbs causing stumbling and falling
Drooging lips and lp smeacking
Generalized weakness ~——
Muscle twitching
Head drooping, lethargy, and unresponsiveness
Grinding teeth
Hypersensitivity to touch or sound
Faver

Recumbency {inability to rise)
Seizures and

California Surveillance Efforts

The California Department of Food and Agricutture (CDFA) works with fedaral, state and local health
and agricuttural agencies to minimize the impact of WNW on both himans and horses. West Nile Virus
surveillance incluges sampling dead birds, sentinel Chickens, MOSAUILo poois, hors: nd humans.

CDFA confims possible equing WNV cases, maintaing hofse surveillance data, and educates horse owners

on control and prevention. The informabon collected is used by callaborating agencies to focus disease contral
efforts.

cdfa T TR
FOOD & AGRICULTURE
—

California Cutbreak

Wiest Nl wirus was fiest diagnosed in October year-old unvaccinated Missouri Fex Trotter. In
2004, California became the disease 5 of WNV. All confirmed cases
were laboratory positive and demanstrated compatible clinical signs. Cases affected 32 of the 58 counties. A
high percantage of these horses died or were suthanized. Only 22 of the 540 cases were reported to be fully
wvaccinated

The virus has alreedy been detected in 2005 in numerous counties. The Ci rs for Disease contral and
Prevention has predicied Califomia will again be the epicentsr fro WV, Protect yourself and horses today.

Vaccination

There are cumrently two approved WHNY ¢ oducts avalable forhorses. An initial of at least two
vaccinations, followed by periodic ‘Boaster injections is pequired with each. Horses are not fully protected unb
they haye had two inifial injections and. are. up™ta date with booster vaceinations. The number and timing of
booster vaccinations may vary depending on seasonal climate and geography. Horse owners are urged to
consult their veterinary practiBaner 1o enstrn thevaccinatian status of all their horses is current

Mesquite Control

‘You can effectively decrease the chanoes of your harse being expesed to WNY by minimizing thedr exposure
to masquitoes, especially diring the peak mosquito-fegding period, which is dusk to dawn. Applying mosquito
repellant also & aly reduges the niimber of mosquita bites.

Mosquito breeding zites should also be efiminated. Melhods foe gliminating.mesquito breeding sites include:
Draining unnecessany standingwater, whealbarmows, fires, eic.
Cleaning water containers: bird baths, plant saucers, stc. at least weekly
Scheduling pasture irrigation i min-miza standing water
Keeping swimming pocls optimally ehlornated and drain water from covers
Stocking waler tanks witifish thal consume mosquito larvae [ kocal mosquito control may provide
assistance) or use mosquito *dunk’ available at hardware stores.

For mafe information contact:
CDFA Equine West Nile Information Line 1-800-268-7378
CDFAWaest Nile Virus Web Site g /fwwow o ca, goviahtssfahiwiv_info.im

Genaral California West Nile Virus Hotline 1-877-WNV-BIRD
General California West Nile Virus Web Site wwwwestnile ca gov

cdfa CAUIFORNIA DETALTMENT OF
FOOD & AGRICULTURE
—

May

-7 Trade
Magazines ran an
WNV information
Article

June

-5 Trade
Magazines
printed WNV
flyer

CVMA articles
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West Nile Virus in 2005

States with an Equine Case(s)
Total Cases 1,061

O] 1-24 Case(s)

[] 25 -158 Case(s)

[ 200 - 299 Case(s)

B 400 - 799 Casea(s)

B 200 — o Mors Case(s) 1 Mot Detected Updated: November 18, 2005




"W 2005 CA.Data Summary
e

Confirmed Equine Cases
Total Cases 4154

Total Horses Tested 1,188
Euthanized or Dead 199
Completely Vaccinated 19
Median Age 13 years
Age Range 4mo-40yrs
Mares 51%




2008 Eguine West Nile Surveillance Results

47 WNV confinmed cases as of October 20, 20005

Confirmed Case Location

Equine Tested 1 or more Positive

Equine Tested Megative/Pending | : WO 340 Kiometers

[ . o EQUIHE Tested ) Source; Callformia dnimal Health and Food Safsty Laboratory




2005 Equine West Nile Surveillance Results




Surverllance Successes

® Faster notification to'local health
departments and vector control
agencies (1-3 days average)

® Enhanced outreach to veterinarians
and industry




Survetllance €hallenges

® Utility of equids for WNV survelllance
as more become vaccinated

® Underreporting issues




Questions ?

Dr. James Glover
Dr. Ben Sun
Dr. Katie Weatherall




